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temples and idols that lay in their way.
Hinduism tottered to its very foundations,
and Buddhism in India received its death
blow. Some hundred years after the migra-
tion of Christianity from Syria to the various
countries of Europe, Buddhism too left India,
and struck root in other lands, north and
south and east, and became the light of Asia,
even as Christianity has become the light of
the world.1

XIII
THE HUNS AND THE RISE OF UJAIN

modern Europe first formed itself into
nations, the extensive prairies in the south of
Russia, once the seats of Scythian tribes, were
overrun by the Huns. They were migratory
hordes living chiefly on rapine and plunder.
About the fourth century, A.D., the Huns
crossed the River Volga and proceeded further
west. They laid populous country districts
waste, looted the farms, and set prosperous

1 When the first crusaders set out for the reeonquest
of the Holy Land, Buddhism was almost extinct in
India, Kashmir being one of its last strongholds.